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8th July, 1654. Was spent in hearing several exercises
in the schools; and, after dinner, the Proctor opened the
Act at St. Mary's (according to custom), and the Prevari-
cators, their drollery. Then, the Doctors disputed. We
supped at Wadham College.

9th June, 1654. Dr. French, preached at St. Mary's,
on Matt. xii. 42, advising the students the search after
true wisdom, not to be had in the books of philosophers,
but in the Scriptures alone. In the afternoon, the fam-
ous Independent, Dr. Owen, perstringing Episcopacy.
He was now Cromwell's Vice-Chancellor. We dined with
Dr. Ward, Mathematical. Professor (since Bishop of Sarum),
and at night supped in Baliol College Hall, where I had
once been student and fellow-commoner, and where they
made me extraordinarily welcome.

loth June, 1654. On Monday, I went again to the
schools, to hear the several faculties, and in the after-
noon tarried out the whole Act in St. Mary's, the long
speeches of the Proctors, the Vice-Chancellor, the several
Professors, creation of Doctors, by the cap, ring, kiss,
etc. , those ancient ceremonies and institution being as
yet not wholly abolished. Dr. Kendal, now Inceptor
among others, performing his Act incomparably well,
concluded it with an excellent oration, abating his Pres-
byterian animosities, which he withheld, not even against
that learned and pious divine, Dr. Hammond. The Act
was closed with the speech of the Vice-Chancellor, there
being but four in theology, and three in medicine, which
was thought a considerable matter, the times considered.
I dined at one Monsieur Fiat's, a student of Exeter
College, and supped at a magnificent entertainment of
Wadham Hall, invited by my dear and excellent friend,
Dr. Wilkins, then Warden (after, Bishop of Chester).

nth July, 1654. Was the Latin sermon, which I could
not be at, though invited, being taken up at All Souls,
where we had music voices, and theorbos, performed by
some ingenious scholars. After dinner, I visited that
miracle of a youth, Mr. Christopher Wren, nephew to
the Bishop of Ely. Then Mr. Barlow (since Bishop of
Lincoln), bibliothecarius of the Bodleian Library, my
most learned friend. He showed us the rarities of that
most famous place, manuscripts, medals, and other curi-
osities. Among the MSS. an old English Bible, wherein but does not mention Dr. Mason,
